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Dear Editor,

Sir, following the enforcement of COVID-19 lockdown in 2020 by the 
government of Nigeria to curb the spread of COVID-19 in the country, 
procurement of COVID-19 vaccine by the Federal government of Nigeria 
is their priority to end this pandemic. For its safety and effectiveness use 
in Nigeria, Feng-Cai Zhu and colleagues reported the safety, tolerability, 
and immunogenicity of a recombinant adenovirus type-5 (Ad5) vectored 
COVID-19 vaccine in their dose escalation, single-centre, open-label, phase 
1 trial published in The Lancet.[1] 

A study documented by Riad et al showed that out of 922 who were 
vaccinated in Czech Republic, 814(93.1%) participants reported having at 
least one side effect following the COVID-19 vaccine. The most common 
side effect was injection site pain (89.8%), followed by fatigue (62.2%), 
headache (45.6%), muscle pain (37.1%), and chills (33.9%).[2] Most of 
the people in Nigeria experience side effects after the vaccine but these 
are usually mild and are much less serious than developing coronavirus 
or its complications, the side effects usually disappear within a few days 
and is because the immune system is responding well to the vaccine. The 
most common reported side effect by Nigerians following vaccination 
is pain at the injection site. Some of the common side effects includes: 
tenderness, swelling and/or redness at the injection site, headache, muscle 
ache, fatigue, fever (temperature above 37.8°C). A rarely less common side 
effect is swelling of the lymph nodes (axillary lymphadenopathy) which 
may last up to 2 weeks. 

A finding shown by Szmyd et al, who reported the fear of side effects was 
the most prominent reason to decrease the readiness of healthcare workers 
and students in Poland to accept the vaccination.[3] So also Nigerians tend 
to refuse the COVID-19 vaccine because of the fear of its side effects.

In conclusion, Nigerians shows mild side effects in response to the 
COVID-19 vaccine which may last for few days and disappear, these 
includes, pain at injection site, headache, fever, fatigue, chills and rarely a 
palpable axillary lymphadenopathy. Because of the side effects following the 
COVID-19 Vaccination, Citizens of Nigeria tends to refuse the vaccination.
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